
The management of LGD in 
canine damage prevention 

in Piedmont, Italy  

Arianna MENZANO  

experiences , problems  and 
correct  management  



Cuneo province  

TO 

CN 

AL 

VCO 

BI  
VC 



© Marucco 2015  

Wolf  Alpine Group  
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19 wolf  packs  + 1 pair  in CN  
13 wolf  packs  + 1 pair  in TO  
1 wolf  pack in BI  
 
Total: 33 packs  + 2 pairs  
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DAMAGE PREVENTION METHODS  



1999 -2011  Wolf  Piedmont  Project  
 
2014 -2018  Life WolAlps  Project  
 
2014 -2020  Rural  Development  Program  

The management of LGDs in Piedmont 



LGDs: THE PATH OF PIEDMONT  

1999 -2011  Wolf  Piedmont  Project  
 
2014 -2018  Life Wolalps  Project  
 

LGDs were  socialized  and introduced  with  livestock  
 

The management of  LGDs in Piedmont  

(Menzano  et  al, 2017; Dalmasso  et  al, 2018)  

Meetings  on the correct  way to  socialize  and 
manage  LGDs were  organized  with  shepherds  



2014 -2020  Rural  Development  Program  

1. provides funds to farmers who correctly use 
damage prevention systems among which LGDs 
(with or without Pedigree)  
 

2. provides funds to purchase electrified fences or 
LGDs with Pedigree.  

 

The management of  LGDs in Piedmont  

Specific  meetings  on the correct  way to  socialize  
and manage  LGDs were  organized  with  shepherds  



What LGD breeds do we use? 
Great Pyrenees  Mountain dogs  

Maremma and Abruzzes  
Sheepdogs  

-  wide genetic  availability  of  dogs  selected  from  the work lines  

-  availability  of  suitable  reproductors  who  works  with  
livestock  

G. Cristiani  



Which socialization? 

-  Puppies  born  and grew  up in the 
herd  to  promote  strong bond with 
the livestock . 

-  Puppies  must  have  appropriate contacts  
with  humans  and other  dogs  to  adapt 
positively to their presence . 

-  Puppies  should  be moved  in a new  herd  
not  before  2 ½ -  3 month  of  life ( it  
depends  by  individual  temperament )  

-  Farmer  must  control  and correct  
immidiately  undesiderable  puppies  
behaviors . 

-  Puppies  selected  from  work lines  
reproductors . 

Lorenz  & Coppinger , 1996; Green & Woodruff , 1999; VerCauteren  et  al, 2012; Dalmasso  et  al. 2018  



LGDs introduction in a new herd 

-  Farmer  selection : personal motivation , species  to  
protect ,  management of  livestock , area of  wolf  
presence , number  of  wolf  attacks . 



LGDs introduction in a new herd 

-  LGD introduction  with  livestock . 

�‡ to  avoid  dogs  to  play with  livestock  

�‡ to  feed  dogs  near  livestock  
�‡ to  leave  the dogs  always  with  livestock  
�‡ to  permit  dogs  exploring  surroundings  
�‡ to  control  dogs  behavior  with  tourists  
�‡ to  control  dogs  during  first season  of  giving  birth  


